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Student Spotlight
By Diana Fish, Director of Development

Whatever you have learned or received from me, or seen in me—put into practice. And 
the God of peace will be with you.        Philippians 4:9 (NIV)

Johanna Edith Puente is a walking mir-
acle. Literally. Fifteen years ago, she and 
her twin, Christian, were born just min-
utes apart on the Navajo Reservation in 
Tuba City. Christian was a healthy baby 
boy and weighed six pounds. Johanna 
weighed only two pounds and was flown 
to Flagstaff, the first of many trips to the 
hospital for Johanna. Her lungs had not 
properly developed and she had multiple 
health issues, but one thing I have learned 
about Johanna is she is a fighter. After a 
few months they sent her home attached 
to a breathing machine and every time 
she began to have trouble breathing she’d 
be rushed back to the hospital for long 
stays. 

The seventh of ten children, Johanna has 
had seven surgeries on her arms and legs allowing her to walk and participate in sports and 
other activities that she enjoys. Her favorite sport is baseball and she is looking forward to 
trying out for the HIS intramural baseball team this coming school year. 

Johanna doesn’t let things get in the way of her goals, one of which was to ride horses. Mr. 
Bruce wasn’t sure about it but Johanna was determined to ride. After discussing it with Mr. 
Ojeda he decided to let her give it a try. At first it was hard for Johanna, “Riding caused me 
some pain but I didn’t give up.” She wanted to be good enough to ride in the Hash Knife 
Pony Express parade this past January. Although Mr. Bruce was a little nervous about let-
ting any students ride through town because the horses are more accustomed to trail riding, 
she and her classmates worked diligently. When it was time for the parade Mr. Bruce was 
confident that Johanna and the other students had the skills they needed to do it. They all 
had a great time and the ride went off without a hitch, creating great memories for years to 
come.

Several weeks after the parade Johanna was thrown from a horse and   (Cont’d on page 7)
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Dear Friends,

The new school year is just around the corner and I am 
amazed again at how time flies. In just a few weeks our cam-
pus will be blessed with the voices of many children hoping 
to be in a safe haven for a few months of the year. All of us 
who serve God at Holbrook Indian School (HIS) strive to put 
into practice the example Jesus gave us and the principles 
that abound in His word. Jesus’ mission was to heal the sick 
and broken hearted and relate an understanding of complete 
peace in God, His father. Every chance I get I tell students 
that people will fail us sooner or later, but God never will.  
So how do we convince them to trust in an entity they cannot 
see or hear? The good news is that we do not have to--that 
is not our job. As long as we are Christ-like, the Holy Spirit 
takes care of the rest.
  
One of our goals this school year is to teach our students 
first-time obedience. How often have you asked someone 
to do something and hear him/her say, “Hold on.” I believe 
that allowing students to decide when they will listen teach-
es them that they are in control when they are not mature 
enough to take on that kind of responsibility. But our stu-
dents also need to have a voice. What if we ask a student to 
sit down not knowing there is a tack on the chair? Should the 
student obey immediately at a risk of injury?
 
When my wife and I took parenting lessons early on in our 
parenthood, we learned the importance of teaching our chil-
dren that they have the right to ask the following question 
whenever we gave them a task: “May I discuss that with 
you?” We then had the option to say yes, no or not right now.  
We usually allowed our kids to discuss and it sure saved us 
a lot of heartache.
 
God wants our obedience for our own good--our own happi-
ness. How often do we give the impression that we require 
obedience form our students and children just to please us?  
As we look forward to beginning a new school year, please 
join our faculty and staff in praying that God will send us the 
students we can help. We do not like turning away students, 
but the fact is we cannot help every child in every circum-
stance. Deciding who to accept and who to deny is a very 

tough process for me personally.  
The concept I shared with you in in this message is just an 
example of one strategy that we plan on using. There is so 
much more going on here. For a better idea of what our stu-
dents face, and what they need, please take the time to read 
an article found by doing an internet search for “Lincoln 
High School Walla Walla discipline.” We are blessed to be 
able to have a mental health department at our school that 
recognizes that until we help our students with the trauma 
they have experienced, they cannot learn. With a case man-
ager and a clinical licensed counselor, we are making great 
strides in meeting the needs of our students through God’s 
grace. This past school year, our counselor saw fifty-one stu-
dents for individual counseling, and in the past two years, 
38 students have received action plans. Keep in mind that 
we started the school year with seventy-eight students at the 
Holbrook campus. 
 
Finally, we could not start another school year without your 
generous support. What a blessing we have in each and every 
person who sends resources our way. We take our responsi-
bility as stewards very seriously. Our campus is continually 
improving as we work o fix the homes and buildings, im-
prove the landscape and remove trash. Please come and visit 
us soon. I would love to show you our improvements and 
introduce you to our wonderful students, faculty and staff 
here at Holbrook.

In His Service,

Pedro L. Ojeda
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Maintenance Department
HIS Need: Home Improvements
It is an on going challenge - demolish and build new or rehab existing structures? Ideally we would build new homes. The re-
ality is funding just isn’t there to build new homes or buy newer modulars.  When you compare the cost: $125,000 - $150,000 
for a new home or $20,000 - $30,000 to make modest improvements to an existing one, there really isn’t a choice.

Most of the homes on campus do not have central air. Some don’t have central heat. The roof shingles blow off in heavy winds 
and have to be repaired on a regular basis. Not all of the homes on campus are so bad that they should be replaced. A few of 
the modular homes on the east side of campus were set up in the 80s. A little paint, new fixtures, flooring and minor repairs 
go a long way. But the homes on the west side of campus are in need of much more than minor repairs. I just finished taking 
a tour of some of those homes. A few of the pictures I took are below.

We feel that everyone who works at HIS should have a place that they are happy to go home to after a long day’s work, so I 
write this article to let our needs be made known. If you feel impressed to help us make HIS campus a better place to live for 
our staff, please make a gift to the Staff Housing fund. Thank you for your continued and generous support of HIS mission.

Rehab estimates on a 1400 sq. ft. home 
(Estimates do not include labor)
30 year metal roof  $6000
Replace flooring   $2000
Interior and exterior paint  $5000
Install central heat and/or air $3000
Electrical and plumbing repairs $1000
Remodel kitchen   $3000
Remodel bathroom  $1000
Replace windows  (7)  $1000

By Chad Lambie, Maintenance
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HIS NEW You Health Initiative - What’s it all about?

The NEW You Health Initiative consists of four pillars: 
Physical health, Mental health, Spiritual health and 
Academic achievement.

Physical health: 
Each day students engage in physical activity in edition to 
regular physical education classes. These activities range 
from team sports to hiking, biking and playing games. The 
activities are designed to help students understand the value 
and gain the benefits of being physically active. 

Students learn that physical activity can be fun, it helps them 
develop understanding and respect for others, and improves 
their health. Extra-curricular activities like camping, trail 

hiking, horseback riding and mountain biking are provided 
on weekends throughout the year. Special recreation days 
are provided twice a year where students together with fac-
ulty and staff go swimming, bowling, ice skating and skiing. 

HIS also provides education on health and nutrition through 
Family Life,  Consumer Science classes, and the “Garden to 
Plate” program where students learn hands on how to grow, 
harvest and prepare food then served in the cafeteria. 

NEW You empowers HIS students to establish healthy hab-
its for a life time. Students are then equipped to prevent life-
style diseases that present at disproportionally higher per-
centages in Native American populations than in national 
averages.

To restore in man the image of his Maker, to bring him back to the perfection in which he was created, to promote the 
development of body, mind, and soul, that the divine purpose in his creation might be realized--this was to be the work 
of redemption. This is the object of education, the great object of life.        Education, E.G. White

Kobe Draper, Junior at HIS runs daily across the school’s chaparral      (Josef Kissinger)
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Mental health: 
Onsite Christian, clinical counseling and trauma therapy 
help treat post-traumatic stress disorder and other mental 
health challenges found among HIS students due to physi-
cal, emotional and sexual abuse, alcohol and drug addiction, 
domestic violence and abandonment. 

Group therapy for grief and loss is also available to help 
students process the loss of a loved one.

Spiritual health: 
Spiritual guidance is provided through an on campus chap-
lain and Christian counselor, Bible classes, individual Bible 
studies, worship services, religious programs, activities in 
nature, opportunities for community service, and mentoring 

through “Faculty Families”. All of which help communicate 
the love of God through His Son, Jesus Christ, with hopes 
of nurturing a trusting and obedient relationship with Him.

Academic achievement: 
Teachers foster a desire to learn and grow by demonstrating 
to HIS students that God has a purpose for their lives, and by 
inspiring them to have hope for their future and dream big 
about their potential. 

HIS provides students with an accredited college prep ed-
ucation, assistance in the college and scholarship applica-
tion process, and the opportunnity for a one year post-high 
school graduation transition program designed to ensure 
success following their HIS experience.

The Horsemanship program helps students overcome their fears, learn to trust, provides exercise and teaches responsibility.              (Brian Schwartz)

Dineh playing the Ukulele.      (Dave Sherwin) Students praying.                    (Josef Kissinger)  Felix getting exercise.              (Josef Kissinger)
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In Honor of:
My Parents and Sister Ada
   By Mildred L. Graham
Hannah C. Baierle
   By Walter L. Thomas
Fred & Betty Barlow
   By Al Wiggins
Clelland Beltz
   By Sharon E. Rexinger
Doris Benjamin, My Friend
   By Doris A. Nimmer
Ralph & Emma Ann Bennett
   By Chuck & Linda Bennett
Elaine Chamberlin, Cousin
   By L. R. Wright
Polly Deck
   By Elmer & Katie Baker
Alice Fahrbach
   By Donald C. Fahrbach
Elder & Mrs. Ruben Figuhr
   By Earla Eveleen Quisido
Bertha Flores
   By Lucy Flores
Louis Gordon, My Husband
   By Shirley Gordon
Barton Hardin, MD
   By Donald Myres
Nelson Harris
   By Sophie P. Harris
Mary West Hunt, Ruth Byers Hunt, 
Bonnie Hunt & Harry Hunt
   By Walter L. Hunt
John Huss, Martyr for the cause of 
Christ
   By Sharon Tauber James
Delane Isaac
   By Daniel Iffert
Victor Johnson, My Husband
   By Eva S. Johnson
Edith Jones, former teacher at HIS
   By H. A. Fanselau
Judge Robert Macomber
   By Calvin C. & Patricia Willis

Eldon Marxmiller, My Husband
   By Norma Marxmiller
Larry McCoy
   By Nancy E. McCoy
Bert Menhardt, Husband
   By Shirley Menhardt
Mrs. Anna Landon, Dear Mother
   By Larry L. & Bette Husted
Doris Narvaez, My Wife
   By Fernando M. Narvaez
Clarina Oliver
   By Norma Jean Dean
Lewis Overbaugh, My Beloved 
Husband
   By Marilyn G. Overbaugh
Elder Lorenzo W. Paytee
   By Frances Greyson
Marion Personius
   By Ralph M. Sherman
Dorothy Potterton, My Mother
   By Rich & Ronda Smith
Wanda A. Price
   By Thaine B. Price M.D.
Dr. & Mrs. E.D. Quillen, My parents
   By Patricia Metcalf
Elfriede Raunio
   By Jean Hildebrand
Don Rebman
   By Deborah Yoder
My Husband Robert
   By Marilyn L. Keister
My Brother - Salvatore
   By James S. & Lucille Stanislawski
John & Mary Stephenson
   By Sheldon & Joy Seltzer
Benton Taylor, My Loving Husband
   By Ruth Taylor
Wilton Wash, My Husband
   By Gloria C. Wash
Wyn McKee & John V. Stevens, Sr.
    By John V. Stevens, Jr. & Linda    
Spady
Patricia A. Nixon
   By Kermit R. & Brenda R. Swingle

50th Wedding Anniversary
   By O. Ronald & Sharon Follett
8th Gard Class of 1973, & Mrs. 
Lomand, Teacher
   By Gene K. Chee
All Students, be faithful, I want to 
meet you in Heaven
   By Lula M. Eugene
Lou & Mary Bragg
   By Barbara Willis
Casey, Our Grandson & Lisa’s 11th 
Anniversary
   By Ken & Betty Lacey
My Son’s Birthday, Jake Cummings
   By Mayo & Suzanne Cummings
David Dunnaway
   By Thurman Dunnaway
Kathleen Edwards, Dear Aunt
   By Karen Snyder
God’s Children
   By Rosalie Frederick
God’s Mercy and Love
   By Raymond R. Van Why
Morris Gutman, Dad’s 94th Birthday
   By Patricia A. Morda
HIS Students & Staff
   By Vojislav Radivojevic
Erin Hayes, Our granddaughter’s 
Birthday on June 28
   By Charles & Edna Myers
Luke’s High School Graduation
   By Kimberley L. & Cindy Bruyn 
Francis
The Potential of the Native Ameri-
can Youth
   By Bela B. & Millie Toth
Nick, Ashley & Zaeda Ross
   By Duane & Janet Ross
Donna Wiggins, My Daughter
   By Al Wiggins
Barbara Willis, Answered prayer
   By Olline Smith

Tribute gifts listed were given from June 1-30, 2016
Tribute gifts made in July will be recognized in September.
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(Cont’d from front page) 
suffered a minor injury to her back. As soon as she started feeling a little better she got right back up on the horse that threw 
her. Like I said, she’s a fighter. She says things don’t come easy for her. “People would be surprised to find out how hard 
I have to push myself to do things that most people take for granted.” Johanna credits her parents for her ability to push 
through her pain. “The have always encouraged me to reach for the stars.” 

The 2015/16 school year was Johanna’s first at Holbrook Indian School. She will be returning as a sophomore next year and 
says she plans to come back because she loves learning about Jesus. In fact her desire to learn about Jesus is why she came 
to HIS. “Learning about Jesus has changed my heart and made me want to be more like Him.” 

One of her best memories from the past school year is Outdoor School which took place last September in the Rocky Moun-
tain National Park. She loved meeting new friends and didn’t even mind dunking in the freezing river for a bath because 
there were no showers. The second was her role as stage manager in this past year’s production of the Passion Play. 

Johanna dreams of one day being the first Native American Astronaut but thinks she also might like to be a missionary to 
indigenous people in Alaska. For now she is content to be here at Holbrook Indian School where she says she is challenged 
and has lots of opportunities to learn and grow.

Thank you for your part in giving Johanna and all of HIS students the opportunity to reach for the stars! You are making a 
difference in their lives throughout eternity.

Not all of or children are gone for the summer. These two little cherubs are always a bright spot in anyone’s day. They 
are the children of James and Annalee Whittaker. James is our agriculture director and Annalee was previously our teacher 
at Chinle Elementary School. She is now taking care of their three children and volunteering in the Agricultural program. 

Audrianna with her little 
sister Lily giving their 
biggest smiles. 
Not pictured is baby sister, 
Cassandra.

Around the Campus



Our Special Needs                             Needed         Raised             Balance 
Housing rehab     $100,000          $0                    $0 
Education Center Furnishings              $100,000          $17,762            $82,238 
12 Passenger Van                                        $30,000            $15,105             $14,898 
Technology upgrades and iPads                  $70,000            $63,414             $6,586 
Chinle One Car Garage                               $8,000           $0                    $8,000 
Operating Expenses per week                     $50,000   
In the event a special need becomes fully funded, your gift will be used to fund the next 
most urgent need. Thank you for considering our special needs.

Thank you! 
Your generous support will help 
us share God’s love with HIS 
students throughout the coming 
school year! You are making 
a difference in the lives of our 
Nation’s First Children.
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Thank you 
Ben Franklin Press

and
One Stop Mail

 for making HIS NEWS
 one of  your partnership projects.

Holbrook Indian School 
News is published 12 times 
a year to inform friends, 
donors, volunteers, and 
school staff  about events, 
needs, and future plans.  
Holbrook Indian School is  
the only 12-grade Seventh-
day Adventist mission 
boarding school for Native 
American children in North 
America. 

 Dr. Berit von Pohle 
 HIS Board Chairman 
 Director of  Education, 
	 Pacific	Union	Conference

 Pedro L. Ojeda, M..Ed. 
 HIS Principal 

 Diana Fish 
 Director of  Development 
 HIS News Editor

Holbrook Seventh-day 
Adventist Indian School  
2001 McLaws Rd.  
Holbrook AZ, 86025-0910 
Tel: (928) 524-6845  
www.holbrookindianschool.org

Holbrook - A Photographic Essay has more than seventy 
pages of iconic images taken during a Shae Foundation 
Photo Safari. The stunning photography in this book 
gives you a better sense of the beauty in this unique part 
of our country, and it better shares our mission to serve 
the Native American families who live here.

Become a part of HIS journey with your tax-deductible 
donation today and help Native American students 
receive a Christian education in a NEW way through 
Holbrook’s NEW You Health Initiative.

For your gift of $100 or more to the NEW You 
Health Initiative, we will send this inspiring fine 
art photography book as a gift to remind you of your 
generous support and partnership with us.

Three ways to receive your copy of 
Holbrook - A Photographic Essay 
Visit our website at www.hissda.org
Call 928-524-6845
Email development@hissda.org

Shae Foundation’s Holbrook - A Photographc Essay 

Mountain Valley National Park, UT (Terry Benedict)


