
“Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into 
a living hope through the resurrection of  Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never 
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The Greatest Gift of All 
By Diana Fish, Director of Development

Recently Giselle Ortiz, our case manager, showed the film ‘The Nativity Story’ to some of 
the girls in her Girl’s Group. She was shocked to find out they did not know the story of Jesus’ 
birth and watched in awe as they reacted to the different parts of the movie. She was humbled 
by what an honor it was to share with them God’s greatest gift—that God gave His Son to the 
world and that He came as a helpless babe to die so that we could live.

At Holbrook Indian School we take every opportunity to share God’s love with our students. 
Most Navajo celebrate Christmas. We are so thankful for the many friends of HIS who spon-
sored students by providing them with gifts, and sent funding so we could provide a nice meal 
for our students and their families before the Christmas break. 

I was not raised a Seventh-day Adventist. My family celebrated Christmas with all of the tradi-
tions that go along with it.  We gathered around the brightly lit Christmas tree singing Christ-
mas carols, shopping for presents, lots of great food, and all the folklore of Santa Clause. Little 
attention was given to Jesus being born in a manger except for in movies on TV and some of 
the songs we sang or heard throughout the season. As I listened to the words of these songs 
and movies I would wonder in awe. “What is this all about?” I’d ponder the idea of a God who 
loved the world so much He sent His son. And just for a moment (continued p. 4)
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Clockwise: Elyise, Atavia, Mr. Ojeda, Leo and Ivan 

Dear Friends,

People often wonder what the greatest need at Holbrook 
Indian School (HIS) is. It may come as a surprise to some 
to learn that the greatest need is the services that help 
our students with trauma, abuse, motivation, social skills, 
self-esteem, and resistance to self-harm, such as the use of 
drugs, alcohol, and self-inflicted injuries.  
 
Providing our students with their material needs such as 
clothing, shoes, personal care items, and school supplies is 
an easier fix. The truth is that we often receive more used 
items than we can utilize effectively. Funding the programs 
that help our students for life, such as our NEW You Health 
Initiative, which includes all of our programs and material 
needs, is much harder.  

The ASCD (Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development) and the CDC (Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention) have conjointly developed what they 
call ‘The Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child 
Model’. I encourage you to log on to www.ascd.org and 
search whole-child to learn more about it.
 
We began developing our NEW You Health Initiative dur-
ing the 2013/2014 school year, and the components we 
felt were necessary to meet our students’ needs are almost 
identical to those in the ASCD/CDC model, which came 

out later.  That should be no surprise since, to quote Tony 
Hillerman, an award-winning American author best known 
for his Navajo Tribal Police mystery novels. “The hardest 
thing to learn about a people of another race is that they are 
just like you in all essential ways.” Young people all over the 
world need a focus on spiritual health, physical health, men-
tal health, and academics. At HIS we go one step further 
and infuse creativity throughout all four pillars. 
  
I am praying that God will continue to bless us with the 
resources to best serve all of our students’ needs. Why is this 
harder than providing for their material needs?  It takes a 
lot more financial resources and highly qualified personnel. 
I am not going to lose hope because God can do anything. 
All we need is the faith to believe in His power, and the 
humility to let Him guide.

In His Service,

Pedro L. Ojeda 
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Department Update

Hello! My name is Nolan Williams. My wife, Crystal, and I have recently moved out to Holbrook, AZ after accepting the 
position of Assistant Boys Dean at Holbrook Indian School. We’re so excited to be part of this family and start to build 
relationships with God’s children here! A brief bio about myself...

I grew up in San Diego, CA always dreaming of one day 
working at one of our SDA academies. After graduating 
high school, I moved out to Tennessee to attend Southern 
Adventist University where I studied Religion. Southern’s 
nickname of “Southern Matrimony College” held true 
for me! By God’s grace, I met an amazing and beautiful 
woman who is now my wife. We finished our degrees at 
Andrews University before moving back to Tennessee, 
where I accepted the position of Chaplain at Highland 
Academy in Portland, TN. We spent five wonderful years 
in Tennessee filled with God’s blessings, including the 
birth of our little girl, Cherish! Having both grown up on 
the West coast, Crystal and I are excited about a move 
further West, especially coming to a place with so much 
to do outdoors. As we embark on this new journey, we 
ask that God will continue to lead and bless our family as 
we seek to do His work and share His truth with our Na-
tive American brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Called to HIS Mission 
New Assistant Deans 

Hi! I’m Leslie- but you can call me Les. 

I love talking with and providing counsel to people—I 
previously worked within a behavioral health setting and 
enjoyed the work I did there. My role was to provide coun-
sel for children dealing with a wide range of emotional and 
behavioral challenges, as well as partnering with their par-
ents in helping them raise their children “differently”. I feel 
working at Holbrook Indian School in the girls’ dorm will 
hold similar experiences. I am a graduate of Southern Ad-
ventist University and have my bachelor’s degree in Social 
Work. I believe God can show up anywhere. I also believe 
there is something unique that can be done in the lives of 
people when done within a Jesus-centered environment.  

So...Here I am in Holbrook! Thank you for the warm wel-
come. 
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Special Feature The Greatest Gift of All
(cont’d from front page) all the tinsel, presents, and merry making would fall away. The hectic world I knew would stop. In 
the quiet of those moments, God with His still, small voice would speak to me. “I am real.” “I am here.” “I love you.” 

I recently read an article by Ángel Manuel Rodríguez about the Christmas season. Here is an excerpt from that article. “I 
would suggest that during Christmas we could spend time thinking about the mystery of the Incarnation. It is a mystery in 
that it testifies to the fact that the Son of God became ‘flesh’ (John 1:14). The Creator became a creature in order to save us 
from the power of sin and death.”

“The Nativity can also be understood as God’s gift to the human race; in His Son, God gave us the most precious gift He 
could bestow on us. He was the bread of heaven freely given to us by our heavenly Father (John 6:48-51).”

“But the Nativity is also a time of proclamation. That night angels proclaimed to shepherds the good news: “Do not be 
afraid…. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you” (Luke 2:10, 11). We should join our voices with that of 
the angels and proclaim once more throughout the planet the glorious news of peace and freedom from fear and through 
Christ, the Lord. Christmas provides an excellent opportunity to remind the human race that the Child born in Bethlehem 
is coming soon.” — Ángel Manuel Rodríguez is a former director of the Biblical Research Institute; this article is from the 
BRI website.

I believe God can use anything to get our attention. Even a worldly tradition. I pray He uses the generosity of our many 
friends who gave so much to bless our students this Christmas to get their attention, and as we share the story of our Sav-
ior’s birth with them, they too will stop and wonder. They too will hear His still, small voice. And they too will accept His 
greatest gift of all. 
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Eva Maria Abbott
   By Warren Abbott
Howard Adams—  My Husband
   By Marlene Adams
Elder Sammy Anaya
   By Daniel Robles
Howard & Ruth Anderson—Parents
   By Sharon Hilton
Hannah C. Baierle
   By Walter L. Thomas
Ralph & Emma Ann Bennett
   By Chuck & Linda Bennett
Aubrey Burke— My Friend
   By Ralph F. Hanson
Julie Cowan
   By Joseph Cowan
Dr. & Mrs. Chase L.  von Pohle, Fa-
ther & Mother; Nancy & Jean von 
Pohle, Former Wives
   By Carlos R. Von Pohle
Alice Fahrbach
   By Donald C. Fahrbach
Sacha Fisher I
   By Richard Fisher
Thad Franklin
   By Douglas & Yvonne Franklin
Sakae & Yasako Fuchita
   By Esther Junko Fuchita
Rose Greenwalt
   By Donald W. Greenwalt
Feryl Harris
   By Sheldon & Joy Seltzer
Nelson Harris— My Husband
   By Sophie P. Harris
Victor Johnson — My Husband
   By Eva S. Johnson
Ken who would have been 89 yrs old
   By Betty Lacey
Thomas R. Lawless, Jr — My Lov-
ing Husband
   By Juanita Kosow-Lawless
Dr. William Loveless
   By Vicente Aguirre
Gregorio Mariano
   By Mrs. Teresa Mariano

Tori Marsh-Tapper
   By Jean S. Murphy
Carlton J. Martin
   By Carlton B. Martin
Larry McCoy
   By Nancy E. McCoy
Wilma Moore
   By Doris L. Wareham
Dee Morris
   By Ralph M. Sherman
Lewis Overbaugh —My Beloved 
Husband
    By Marilyn G. Overbaugh
My Parents
   By Glen F. Cottrell
Myron Port, My Father
   By Jeanne M. Gettle
Wanda A. Price
   By Thaine B. Price M.D.
Ralph C. Pueschel
   By Rose T. Pueschel
Peggy Reiniking — Dear Nursing 
Friend
   By Frank & Delores Thompson
My Husband Robert
   By Marilyn L. Keister
Gary Schultz
   By Sherry Schultz
Floyd E. Scott, MD
   By Vonsella Scott
Dale Seek
   By Cheryl McKy
Gerild A. Smith “Smitty” — Hus-
band
   By Olline Smith
Son of Marie & William Dean
   By Norma Jean Dean
Benton Taylor — My Loving 
Husband
   By Ruth Taylor
Pastor Dwight Taylor, My Brother
   By Thelma Hufman
Joel Trumble — My Husband
   By Mary Trumble
Eugene Wahlman— My Husband
   By Nancy Wahlman

Yvonne Williams & June Benallie—
Sisters
   By Beverly J. Crawford
Paul Zabolotney
   By Arla Zabolotney
Lottie Ziprick
 By Daniel & Nancy Hansen
Paul Scott 
  By Oakdale SDA Church

All Students, be faithful, I want to 
meet you in heaven
   By Lula M. Eugene
God’s Children
    By Rosalie Frederick
Anthony Hayes— Our Grandson’s 
Birthday
   By Charles & Edna Myers
Jesus
   By James S. & Lucille Stanislawski
Gay Konschuh
   By Mary Barz-Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Mattason
   By Hubert Crank
Our Wonderful Creator God
   By Eletha F. Brewer
Oneda & Bill Stricklin
   By W. Wanda Stricklin
Koen Othniel Tabo— Our Second 
Grandsonn
   By Romulo B. Tabo
Teachers, Staff, Volunteers
   By Esther Rivera
The Thanksgiving Season and all 
the Birthdays & Anniversaries in 
November
   By Mayo & Suzanne Cummings
Ron Wilson  — Academy Classmate 
from back in the Dark Ages
   By Al Wiggins
Nelda Womack’s Birthday
   By Nicholas J. and Linda Beaumonte
   

In Memory of:
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In Honor of:

Tribute gifts listed were given from November 1 - November 31, 2016
Tribute gifts made in December will be recognized in next month’s newsletter.



The Parade of Lights is an event of holiday cheer and community 
involvement. Each year, in the month of December, the city of 
Holbrook hosts a special Christmas parade where local businesses 
and organizations may participate, fellowship, and share in each 
other’s work. Holbrook Indian School is a proud participant, shar-
ing the light of Christ through our brightly lit float. 

The theme of this year’s parade was “That’s Christmas to Me”. 
Holbrook Indian School’s student association and their sponsor, 
Giselle Ortiz, decided that the best way to depict what Christ-
mas meant to HIS family was the Nativity scene. Celebrating the 
birth of Christ and the fulfillment of a promise to deliver us from 
a world of brokenness and hurt. The students waved and called 
out “Merry Christmas” to their fellow classmates and community 
members lining the street. Community involvement is just one of 
the many ways Holbrook Indian School seeks to share the gospel. 
Revealing our identity in Christ and sharing that identity both 
with our students and with our neighbors.
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Community Involvement Campus Happenings 

The joys of service are experienced by both the giver and the receiver. Holbrook Indian School has the blessing of being 
host to many mission groups that come to assist in the mission and vision of our school. The most recent group hailed 
from Hinsdale, IL. Hinsdale Adventist Academy (HAA) blessed HIS campus with their hard work and positive interaction 
with our students. The primary focus of their work was the construction of a shed that surrounds the recently added water 
storage tank which is used for farm irrigation. Both the tank and shed are attached to the newly remodeled Ed Center. The 
shed around the water storage tank is essential to preventing the water supply from freezing in the winter, being tampered 
with by animals, or be subject to unclean run-off. The water tank itself supplies our garden with water that is not chlori-
nated, for more sustainably grown produce. The students of HAA also worked in the garden, helped with grounds mainte-
nance, held evening worships and Friday night vespers, and played games with our students. 

HIS family would like to extend a warm ‘thank you’ to the students and staff of HAA. Their presence on campus was a true 
blessing and our students came to call them friends. Following Friday evening vespers, as the mission group retired for the 
evening, 3rd grader Tionna said “goodnight brothers and sisters”. One of her friends commented “why are you calling them 
brother and sister? We are not their brothers and sisters” Tionna smiled and replied “yes we are. We are their brothers and 
sisters in Christ”.

HAA Mission Trip 
HIS brothers and sisters in Christ.



Our Special Needs  Needed    Raised              Balance 
Staff housing rehab   $100,000                                 $10,907      $89,093 
12 Passenger Van                                           $30,000     $17,468.13           $12,531.87 
Worthy Student $250,000             $114,839.50               $135,163.50 
Chinle One Car Garage                                $8,000                                     $2,379      $5,621
Student Lacrosse Equipment                       $1,500                                    $0     $ 0  
Operating Expenses per week                     $20,000 

In the event a special need becomes fully funded, your gift will be used to fund the next most urgent need. Thank you for 
considering our special needs.
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Thank you 
Ben Franklin Press

and
One Stop Mail

 for making HIS NEWS
 one of  your partnership projects.

Holbrook Indian School 
is a 12-grade Seventh-day 
Adventist mission boarding 
school in Holbrook, Arizona 
and an 8-grade day school 
on the Chinle reservation.  

 Dr. Berit von Pohle 
 HIS Board Chairman 
 Director of  Education, 
	 Pacific	Union	Conference 
 Seventh-day Adventist   

 Pedro L. Ojeda, M.Ed. 
 HIS Principal

 Diana Fish 
 Director of  Development 
 HIS News Co-Editor 

 Alexandra Ortiz
   Associate Development 
   Officer
 HIS News Co-Editor

Holbrook Seventh-day  
Adventist Indian School 
P.O. Box 910 
2001 McLaws Rd.   
Holbrook AZ, 86025-0910 
Tel: (928) 524-6845 Ex: 109 
www.holbrookindianschool.org

Holbrook: A Photographic Essay 
When you make a gift of  $100 or more to HIS NEW 

You Health Initiative we will send you a paperback 

copy of  Holbrook: A Photographic Essay. Or receive 

the hardcover edition for your gift of  $200 or more. 

Call (928) 524-6845 for more information.

More than 80% of  HIS budget comes from 
the generous gifts of  our friends! 

Without	your	support	His	mission	to	our	Nation’s	first	

children would not be possible. Thank you for joining 

us in this ministry! 

Your help is needed and appreciated!
To make your gift today: 

  Online: www.holbrookindianschool.org

   Call: 928-524-6845 

   Email: development@hissda.org


