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Holbrook Indian School NEWS
A Seventh-day Adventist Boarding School for Native American Youth 
HIS’ First Gates Millennium Scholar

“Then you will know that I am the Lord; those who trust in Me will not be 
disappointed.” Isaiah 49:23 (NIV)

A few years ago, when Virginia Dedman was a senior here at Holbrook Indian 
School, I approached her about applying for the Gates Millennium Scholarship. 
Since she had first started attending school here as a sophomore, she was determined 
to make a good life for herself and to keep Christ at the center. She had the G.P.A. 
and I knew she had the drive. She was a perfect candidate for the scholarship. 

Virginia spent months working on her scholarship application. Anita Ojeda, our 
English teacher, spent several days working with Virginia to perfect the essays. 

She was the first graduate from our school to ever receive this full scholarship.

My heart had grown very heavy a few months ago because of how much work still 
needs to happen in order to fully help our students. My brain and heart ached for 
answers and for hope. This is where God stepped in. 

Sharon Vecchiarelli, Virginia’s older sister and wife of our former pastor, Phil 
Vecchiarelli, called me to let me know that Virginia would be graduating this May 
from Southern Adventist University and has applied to a nutrition program at Loma 
Linda University. God had answered my prayer for hope.

I am so proud of Virginia; she has gone through a lot to get to where she is now and I 
know God walked with her every step of the way. With a full heart, I look forward to 
being there when she graduates on May 8th--my fellow HIS Alumnus and Seventh-
day Adventist college graduate.  

By Jovannah Poor Bear-Adams, Vice Principal
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Principal’s Message “Then you will know I am the LORD. Anyone who trusts in 
[hopes in, waits on] Me will not be disappointed [or ashamed].” 
Isaiah 49:23 (EXB)

Dear Friends,

Of the four school years I have had the pleasure of 
being at Holbrook Indian School (HIS), this one went 
by the fastest. God has provided just the right balance 
of events to keep me sharpened and trusting in Him.  In 
The Message translation, our theme text for this month 
reads as follows: “For everything, absolutely every-
thing, above and below, visible and invisible, rank and 
rank after rank of angels--everything got started in him 
and finds its purpose in him.  I appreciate this fact very 
much.
 
I have had the need several times this year to lay major 
burdens at Jesus’ feet, and He has been faithful each 
time.  One of these answers to prayer came in the form 
of a visit to my office from one of our sophomores. I 
will call him Tony. Tony was feeling so distraught that 
he left class without permission to come talk to me. Af-
ter admitting the error of his ways, he laid his burden at 
my feet. He explained that many students were sharing 
negative thoughts with him and he just could not take 
it anymore.
 
Tony shared that students were feeling overloaded with 
work and that the school had become too strict (Tony 
has been a student at this school for many years, in-
cluding the past four years, so I have known him for 
some time). He asked for relief for the sake of student 
morale. As I listened to him, I was struck by his cour-
tesy and calm demeanor. He was not angry, whining or 
complaining--he was asking for help. So I decided in 
that moment that I would honor his request.

At our next staff meeting, we discussed ways to relieve 
the students from their busy schedules. I then met with 
Tony to let him know our plan. He agreed that it was a 
good plan. I then told him that I would be making an an-
nouncement at the next assembly and asked if he would 
be willing to speak to the students. He agreed immedi-
ately. After that initial meeting, I had taken Tony and 
his cousin out to eat. During the meal they had asked 
me several questions which lead to them understanding 
our rationale for the decisions we make at HIS. It was 
an eye opener for both boys.
 
At the assembly, Tony came prepared with a written 
speech. The content of the speech and his delivery de-
served high marks in any English class. It was well 
thought out and balanced. I was very proud of him that 
day.  
 
I am happy to tell you that the mood of the students 
changed on that day as a result of his efforts. God works 
in marvelous ways, doesn’t he? Thank you for your sup-
port and prayers. Without both, we would be wondering 
the desert blindly. I hope you are having a great sum-
mer and I look forward to talking to you again soon.

In His Service,

Pedro L. Ojeda
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Department UpdateSaying Goodbye

I remember the day I decided to look on the North American 
Division website for teaching jobs, on the chance there would 
be an opening suitable for my husband, Trent. I came to the 
listing for Holbrook Indian School (HIS) and thought, “We do 
know some people who have worked there. It is only a stipend 
position but... Maybe that is where God is leading us.” When 
Trent came home I mentioned the listing. 

We talked about it and prayed and the next day he emailed his 
resume to Paulette Jackson, the principal of HIS at that time. 
She very quickly emailed back and then talked with Trent by 
phone. Needless to say he was hired.  For the last 10 years 
and 10 months my husband, my children and I have lived and 
worked on this campus.

They had been advertising only for a stipend worker to teach Biology. But by the time we arrived on campus on 
July 22, 2005, it had evolved into full time teaching position, teaching 7-12th grade science classes and playing 
the piano for the choir. As we were driving from Michigan to Holbrook, Arizona, I remember thinking back over 
my life and thinking about all the times as a child I had read stories about Native American children and the hard-
ships they experienced and felt so bad. I often wondered how I could tell those Native children about the love of 
God and the hope of eternal life. I never dreamed that that desire would come true or how it would come true. 

We have had many Native American children come to our home for Bible studies or for faculty family events or 
to earn money. We have had the opportunity to tell them about the love of God and the hope He has to offer.  We 
have been able to do so in the classroom, at Sabbath School and church and in our home or on Sabbath hikes or 
outreach activities. My husband and I have prayed with and for many children as they have passed through the 
gates of our school. We have witnessed many transformations as students have accepted the love of God into their 
hearts. Our hearts have been saddened when some students have left not transformed because they would not give 
up their ways that were only hurting them. 

Over the years my role on the campus has changed from volunteer tutor, to health teacher, to after school activities 
director, to development assistant and newsletter editor. But through it all I have had a front row seat as God has 
done His work of redemption.

Coming to work at HIS was not an easy thing to do. We had to move away from family and friends. But it has 
been a tremendous blessing to be here and doing God’s will. 
With God’s help we have joined the ranks of many who have 
gone before us in the seventy year history of HIS, to share the 
gospel and to plant seeds of hope in the lives of our students.

God is leading us on another path now. So it is time to say, “See 
you later.” We hope that we will meet all of HIS loyal support-
ers in heaven and a great harvest of students as well! This school 
will always hold a special place in our hearts and prayers.

By Jeannie Logan, Development Assistant

Above: Jeannie, Lilly, Trent and Derek Logan in July, 2005. 
Left: Zarina, Jeannie, Lilly, Trent and Derrik in March, 2016.
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Special Feature San Fernando Valley Academy 
Brings Glory to God at HIS

We are grateful to the more than sixty students and faculty members from San Fernando Valley Academy 
(SFVA) who came to demonstrate Christ’s love by repairing and painting the playground for HIS elementary 
students. SFVA students also worked on our alumni garden by building a retaining wall and by performing the 
never-ending task of pulling weeds. 

Nearly half of the team were exchange students from China. It was wonderful to see them experience a mission 
trip for the first time. We thank the SFVA team for their hard work and genuine desire to serve our loving Father. 
Our campus is truly better for you having been here. Thank you San Fernando Valley Academy!

SFVA students prepping the elementary playground eqiup-
ment for painting.

SFVA students almost finished with their work. The old 
elementary playground equipment looks like new.

SFVA students painting the playhouse.

SFVA students moving rock for a retaining wall in the 
alumni garden.

SFVA students painting the see-saws.

SFVA students preparing the alumni garden to build a 
retaining wall.
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Special FeatureScience Fair: Showcasing Power

Excitement buzzed around campus as the students in all grades con-
vened for worship on the morning of April 21, 2016. This was the “big” 
day when they demonstrated their group projects about power. Mr. Logan 
kicked off the day with a devotional that lead the students and staff to 
think about the ultimate power that holds our lives together. (See Colos-
sians 1:15-17)

Following Mr. Logan’s devotional our students were treated to an out-
standing lecture by Dr. Stanley Atcitty, a power electronics storage appli-
cations engineer with Sandia National Laboratory in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. 

Dr. Atcitty is a Navajo and grew up in Shiprock, New Mexico on the 
Navajo reservation. He is very eager to share his journey with students 
and challenge them to not be limited by those things that intimidate them 
or by social and family pressures. Dr. Atcitty said, “It isn’t all the awards 
that I have received that I want you to remember. The fact is each one of 
you are just as capable of achieving what I have.” 

Dr. Atcitty has received five patents for his inventions and a sixth is pending. He also received the Presidential 
Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers in 2012. He gives presentations to many large groups around the 
world. But he never tires of speaking to and mentoring students.

Above: HIS students watch Dineh demonstrate 
how steam power works.

Below: Grand prize winning project by Trevor, 
Sheldon and Delreed. A model and presentation 
board on nuclear power.

Above: CarMichael, Brayden and Nicholas joy-
fully demonstrate their volcano.

Below: Torri, Laqueta and Angel demonstrate 
hydro-electric power.
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In Memory Of:

Tribute gifts listed were given 
from April 1-April 30, 2016

Tribute gifts made in May will be recognized in the following 
month’s newsletter so that we can meet the production deadline.

Douglas Akers – Son; He was an Indian Child 
Welfare Worker and loved the Indian people. 
   By George Akers
Hannah C. Baierle 
   By Walter L. Thomas
Betty Purvis Barlow – My Cousin 
   By Al W. Wiggins
Bruce D. Biggs 
   By Betty A. Biggs
Leo & Buna Bowling 
   By Chuck & Linda Bennett
Larry Caviness 
   By Joleen & John A. Swanson
Sandford (Sandy)Clayton
   By Janice Clayton
Clarice Flower – My Wife 
   By George Flower
Nelson Harris – My Husband 
   By Sophie P. Harris
Yvonne Brewer Helpher – My Cousin 
   By Al W. Wiggins
Arlene Hill – Dear Aunt 
   By Karen Snyder
Jane Hoffer – My Sister-in-Law 
   By Frieda J. Hoffer
Harriet Densmore Johnson – Wife 
   By Harold S. Johnson
Joycelyn Johnson 
   By Lila Jaeger
Victor Johnson – My Husband 
   By Eva S. Johnson
Leta Jane Juler 
   By Richard & Joy Juler
Newton S. Kinzer – My Husband 
   By Helen Kinzer
Donald Locke & David Locke 
   By Marilyn Locke
Alva Lee MacLafferty 
   By Robert L. MacLafferty
Larry McCoy 
   By Nancy E. McCoy
Jerry McHenry 
   By Ted P. Baugher
George R. Meller – My Husband 
   By Barbara Meller
Dr. Blanca Moore-Velez 
   By Ralph M. Sherman

My Brother 
   By James S. & Lucille Stanislawski
Patricia A. Nixon 
   By Kermit R. Swingle
Lewis Overbaugh – My Beloved Husband 
   By Marilyn G. Overbaugh
Susan Rehberg – My Mother 
   By Frank & Sharon Chapman
Frederick & Louella Reichhold – My Mother & 
Father 
   By Frederick W. Reichhold
Neva Sandborn 
   By Sheldon & Joy Seltzer
Eleanor & Walter Sauer – Parents 
   By William & Arlene J. Fee
Mary E. Sichley – Linda’s Mother 
   By Loren & Linda Nelson
Donna Smith 
   By Rich & Ronda Smith
Lewis Stubbs 
   By Norma Jean Dean
Benton Taylor – My Loving Husband 
   By Ruth Taylor
William “Bud” Taylor 
   By Thurman Dunnaway
Lois Thornton – Sister-in-Law 
   By Clariece A. Schaffner
Dr. & Mrs. Charles L.  von Pohle – Father & 
Mother; Nancy & Jean von Pohle 
    By Carlos R. Von Pohle
Parents – Kit & Will Walker 
   By Ken & Betty Lacey
Billee Wesner – Sister-in-Law 
   By Ione & Leonard Wesner
Fay Wintermeyer; June Mize 
   By Arnold & Ardeth Denler
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In Honor Of:

My Native American Ancestors
   By Gene R. Conley 
Mayo & Suzanne’s 13th Wedding Anniversary
   By Mayo & Suzanne Cummings
Suzanne – My Wife’s Birthday, Holly – My 
Daughter-in-Law’s Birthday & Barbara Willis
   By Mayo & Suzanne Cummings  
Curt & Carol Frembling – 44th Wedding 
Anniversary
   By Curt Frembling
Our Lord & Savior – Jesus Christ
   By Doug Kittleson  
Jesus Christ
   By Minnie Pearl & Jimmie King
Jesus – Our Loving Savior & Friend
   By Zally & Sam Schulstad
My 4 Grandchildren & 2 1/2 Great-Grandchildren
   By Jean S. Murphy 

Alexander Radivojevic – Our Grandson’s Birthday 
& Amber Radivojevic –
Our Daughter-in-Law’s Birthday
   By Vojislav Radivojevic 
William Dean Ross – Our Son
   By Duane Ross
Isabella – Our Great Great Granddaughter
   By Ellen M. Sherman 
Annie B. Sherrod
   By Mrs. Hurbbie M.Oatts
Staff & Students – working as unto the Lord Jesus 
for His Kingdom
   By Lula M. Eugene
Millie – My Wife
   By Bela B. Toth 
Ted Wilson, GC President – For His Leadership
   By Odie Weir

Honor/Campus Happenings

Campus HappeningsWe Love Our Volunteers
Our new friend Robert Furutani of Kapaa, HI 
shared his vacation time working at HIS in 
the garden with HIS Director of Agriculture, 
James Whitaker. 

Our dear friends Larry and Shirley Panasuk 
from College Place,Washington pictured with 
HIS Principal, Pedro Ojeda. They were with 
us for five weeks throughout February and 
March working in the Garden. 



  

Our Special Needs                             Needed         Raised           Balance 
Worthy Student Fund SY2015-2016     $250,000        $198,250            $51,750 
Education Center Furnishings              $100,000          $15,586            $84,434 
12 Passenger Van $30,000          $15,000             $15,000 
Technology Upgrades                            $70,000          $61,702             $8,298 
Chinle One Car Garage $8,000                $8,000 
Operating Expenses per week                $20,000   
In the event a special need becomes fully funded, your gift will be used to fund the next most 
urgent need. Thank you for considering our special needs.

Holbrook Indina School News 
is published 12 times a year to 
inform friends, donors, volunteers, 
and school staff  about events, 
needs, and future plans.  

 

Holbrook Indian School is  
the only 12-grade Seventh-day 
Adventist mission boarding school 
for Native American children in 
North America. 

  Dr. Berit von Pohle 
       HIS Board Chairman 
       Director of  Education, 
	 	 					Pacific	Union	Conference
       Pedro L. Ojeda, M..Ed. 
       HIS Principal 
       Diana Fish 
       Development Director 
       HIS News Co-Editor

       Jeannie Logan

             HIS News Co-Editor

Holbrook Seventh-day 
Adventist Indian School  
PO Box 910   
Holbrook AZ, 86025-0910 
Tel: (928) 524-6845  
  
www.holbrookindianschool.org

Thank you 
Ben Franklin Press

and
One Stop Mail

 for making HIS NEWS
 one of  your partnership projects.

We invite you to support our 
students today!

Online: www.holbrookindianschool.org
Call: 928-524-6845 
Email: development@hissda.org
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Development Office Housekeeping:

For the purpose of better stewardship, we are now sending tax gift receipts annually. You 
should receive your receipt by January 30, of each year.

Thank you to everyone who has returned the contact informaiton form we sent in February. 
If you have not had a chance to return your contact information form, please take a moment to 
do that today. This helps us communicate with you in a more timely manner.

Legacy Giving
 
Including a gift as part of your estate plan can be a meaningful way to insure that Holbrook 
Indian School is here to continue this important work for future generations. 

We are deeply grateful for the gifts you have already given in support of our work. If you feel 
you might be interested in exploring ways to leave a lasting legacy via your will, living trust, 
annuity, or retirement plan, talk with your financial advisor about your options. 

If you would like more information about how you can support the mission of Holbrook Indian 
School please call our director of development, Diana Fish at 928-524-6845.


