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From left: Mr. Bruce, Troy’s faviorte horse Nano, and Troy. 

Troy Dale came to Holbrook Indian School four years ago as a freshman. Although He was enter-
ing high school he was very behind in his coursework, reading at a 4th-grade level and barely able to 
write. He was very timid and socially awkward when I first met him. He had a natural affinity towards 
animals and spent a good portion of  his childhood herding sheep on the reservation. I believe it was 
this affinity for animals that led him to my Horsemanship class. Starting out, he struggled to find his 
balance when riding. So much of  what makes a good rider is their ability to match the rhythm and 
timing of  the horse’s gate when learning to post when trotting. But he persevered and made remark-
able progress in just a few months.  
Troy has taken horsemanship all four years. He has also enjoyed my welding and woodworking 
classes, but it is his attitude and dedication to the Horsemanship program where I have felt the most 
pride for him and his accomplishment. He began working alongside me, helping me clean out the 
stalls on Friday afternoons and assisting me with new, inexperienced riders that joined the class. It 
was a struggle and a process for him to be confident in his work.  He would ask me to check each 
stall after he had cleaned them to see if  he had done it the way I wanted, then he would ask, “well the 
stalls are done, what do you want me to do next?”. 
It has been rewarding and a joy seeing Troy grow physically, mentally, spiritually and in self-confi-
dence.
I have witnessed his experience with the horses play an important part in his personal growth.
Troy was not a Christian when he came to Holbrook Indian School, but during his time here he 
learned about the love of  God and made the decision to get baptized and commit his life to Christ. 
He thinks deeply about things and commits to doing the best he can in all his work. There have been 
times when he asks me very insightful questions while we are working and I marvel at this student 
that was so shy timid when I first met him.  He is a fine young man and I have (cont’d p. 4) 

     Watching Our Students Grow 
  By Fred Bruce, Director of Vocational Studies

and Horsemanship

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of  your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of  God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”                                                                                                                           
         Romans 12:2 ESV



Dear Friends,

Would you like to know what gives me the greatest joy here 
at Holbrook Indian School (HIS)?  I hope you answered in 
the affirmative because I would very much like to share with 
you.  My greatest joy is seeing students flourish at our school. 
This is when students recognize and understand what we 
are trying to do for them and embrace it.  As we all know 
and depend on, God is good and he gives us good news just 
when we need it the most.  A good example is one of  our 
sixth graders named Georgina (name changed for confiden-
tiality).

Georgina came to us as a fifth grader last school year.  I re-
member she had very short hair—most likely as a remedy for 
lice.  While supervising commons on the Friday of  the first 
week of  school, she came over to let me know that her dad 
would be coming to bring her some money.  Her dad had 
just called me. I related this to her and continued my supervi-
sion.  

 Time passed, and her dad had not come.  Georgina checked 
in with me several times asking if  her dad had arrived or con-
tacted me.  I called her dad but there was no answer.  Sup-
pertime came and went, and students had begun heading to 
the dorms to get ready for vespers.  Her dad had not come. 
Georgina was very disappointed.  You can imagine that she 
experienced numerous behavior referrals that school year 
and it did not help that she befriended two sixth grade girls 
who had a negative influence on her.

 Let’s jump to this school year.  After a tumultuous first year, 
she returned for the 2016/2017 session.  We were all a bit 
apprehensive.  What would this school 
year be like?  Would we see a change?  
Would it be another battle-ridden year?  
I am happy to tell you that her behav-
ior improved.  She began excelling in 
her work and became more respectful, 
clearly wanting to be loved and accepted. 
I believe she recognized, that unlike 
other areas of  her life, she would not be 
abandoned or discarded by HIS family.  
And just when we thought the coast was 
clear, a bombshell hit.  Her grandmother, 
who is raising her, decided that she could 
no longer take the time and expense to 
bring her to school and pick her up on 
home leaves—just when we were making 
progress!
 I am happy to report, that in the spirit 
of  our committed staff  and faculty, we 

offered to provide transportation for Georgina. We wanted 
to ensure that her positive growth continued. She is still with 
us, for which we are very grateful. Her home life remains 
unstable, so you can imagine that there are still issues that 
require much from her teachers, deans, and faculty. But she 
is improving continually. Growing in a place where she has 
received spiritual and emotional nurturement.  

Her story is repeated among several of  our students this 
year, and many in years past.  One of  the programs that have 
helped Georgina immensely is our garden.  Adventist Educa-
tion is rooted (no pun intended) in our students working the 
earth.  Our NEW You Health Initiative Garden-To-Plate 
component is yielding results and we need your continued 
support for our agricultural program.  This April will mark 
the second anniversary of  the renaissance of  the HIS garden 
and it is going strong.  We do not want it to die once again 
from lack of  funds. 

 To all of  you that have contributed to any of  our programs, 
thank you!  We are blessed beyond belief.  I look forward to 
many more success stories as the years go by.

In His Service, 

Pedro L. Ojeda 
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Boys’ Dorm Chapel Makeover
By Pierre Ortiz, Head Boys’ Dean 

I want to take this opportunity to once again thank all of  our readers. It is because of  you and your generosity that we can 
strive to make Holbrook Indian School a true place of  shelter and discipleship for our students. 

With your help, we have been able to make some serious upgrades to the Boys’ Dorm Chapel. I really wanted to make it a 
priority this year. To create a space that the boys could find comfort in. We want the faith of  our kids to take top priority. By 
remodeling this space, we have shown them that the chapel is also a high priority for us. A space that is set apart and special. 

Once we finished the chapel, the head dean’s decided to take on the worship and vespers programming. We recognized the 
need and desired to meet the kids where they were spiritually. By incorporating more contemporary music, relevant videos, and 
messages geared towards them and their life’s walk, we’ve really begun to see an engaged student body, genuinely wanting to 
learn more about Jesus and His love. 
Ideally, we want worship to be something the kids look forward to and engage in, not something we force them to sit through. 
With your help, our programming and dormitories can only get better! If  everything in the building points them to Christ, in 
one way or another, we are effectively spreading the gospel together.

Before After
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(cont’d from p. 1) high hopes for him and his future. This is why we, the faculty and staff  at HIS, do what we do. It is an 
honor to see students, like Troy, grow into healthy and whole individuals with a passion for life. I pray he continues working 
with horses and am so grateful that they have impacted him in such a magnificent way. 

Clockwise from top: Troy waiting patiently for his fellow classmates to 
arrive, 11th grader Lilly with horse Missy, Mr. Bruce helping his students 
open stalls, 10th grader Marklynn admiring her assigned horse. 
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What grade were you in when you came to Holbrook?

 I came to Holbrook at 16. I was starting my Freshmen year of  High school 

What was your first impression of  the Horsemanship program?

It was something I didn’t really know anything about so I didn’t want anything to do with it at first. I knew how to work with 
small farm animals, like sheep, but horses were a whole new thing I had to learn. I was concerned I wouldn’t be able to do it. 

What was the hardest thing for you to learn while working at the stables?

Something called ‘posting’. When you rise up in the saddle in rhythm with the horse’s gait. It took me a long time to get in 
sync with the horse’s rhythm. It’s like dancing, it’s awkward at first, but once you get the hang of  it, you feel connected. Every 
horse is different too, so you have to learn the rhythm of  each horse which takes a long time. 

What has been your favorite thing about the Horsemanship program? 

Mr. Bruce took the Horsemanship class to the Arabian Horse show in Scottsdale. Watching those people work so perfectly 
with their horses really inspired me. I wanted to work harder to get to that level of  connectedness with the horses at HIS. It’s 
taking a lot of  work, but I think I am getting better. 

In what ways has working with the horses and Mr. Bruce impacted you? 

 I’ve learned how to work hard and to be patient. Mr. Bruce, even in the beginning when I had never really worked with 
Horses before, was so patient with me. Even when I got mad at myself  for not doing something right the first time, Mr. Bruce 
would remind me that it takes practice and time. I learned to have patience with myself  and with the horses. I also found a 
lot of  peace with the horses. That’s what I see with a lot of  my classmates too. They will be all wild and crazy on campus and 
then when they are with the horses they calm down and reflect the temperament of  the horse. It’s a nice feeling. Not having to 
talk or anything and still being able to connect with them.

“It Takes Practice and Time” 
Interview with Troy Dale, High School Senior 

Troy (left) helping classmate Matthew bridle his horse for class Mr. Burce and Troy adjusting Davarena stirrups
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Tribute gifts listed were given from January 1 - January 31, 2017
Tribute gifts made in February will be recognized in next month’s newsletter.In Memory Of:  

Memory & Honor HIS News

In Honor Of:

Hannah C. Baierle
   By Walter L. Thomas
Jack Blume
   By Mike & Alice Weakley
Don R. Cantrell
   By Gaylah R. Cantrell
Peggy Chavez
   By Charles E. Chavez
Virgil Churchill
   By Ona Mae Greve
Frances Dixon
   By James K. Dixon
Alice Fahrbach
   By Donald C. Fahrbach
Georg Geppert, My Husband
   By Renee Augustine
Theresa Z. Greyson, Happy 100th Birthday Mom!
   By Frances Greyson
Anne Gutman, Beloved Wife
   By Morris Gutman
Orville Halsey
   By Jack L. & Lynette Wright
Nelson Harris
   By Sophie P. Harris
Gail Hunt
   By Chuck & Linda Bennett
Victor Johnson, My Husband
   By Eva S. Johnson
Jennie Lefferts, My Dear Mother
   By Carol D Riotto
Marvin Lincoln, Husband; Allen Lincoln, Son
   By Elizabeth A. Lincoln
Carlton J. Martin
   By Carlton B. Martin
Larry Martin, My Husband
   By Sharon J. Martin
Larry McCoy
   By Nancy E. McCoy
John McNulty, My Husband
   By Frances McNulty
Lowell Meyer, Brother
   By Evelyn & Louis Meyer
Harvey W. Murphy, My Husband
   By Jean S. Murphy
Dr. Sherman A. Nagel, Missionary Surgeon & College 
Professor
   By Frank Sirna

Lewis Overbaugh, My Beloved Husband
   By Marilyn G. Overbaugh
Wanda A. Price
   By Thaine B. Price M.D.
Mildred Schutte
   By Norma Jean Dean
Annie May Seltzer
   By Sheldon & Joy Seltzer
Gerild A. Smith “Smitty”, Husband
   By Olline Smith
Julia Sochor
   By Robert Mosley
Bud Sykes
   By Donald E. & Donna Casebolt
Don Sykes, earle Witzel & Ruby Hobsen
   By Ruth Sackett
Benton Taylor, My Loving Husband
   By Ruth Taylor

All Students, be faithful, I want to meet you in 
heaven 
  By Lula M. Eugene   
Jim & Kathy Bennett; Ed & Darlene Huffaker; Robert 
& Janice Briggs 
  By Fay Bradley  
Our Family & Friends 
   By Mayo & Suzanne Cummings   
God’s Children 
   By Rosalie Frederick   
Mr. & Mrs. E. Hahn 
   By Doris M. Hinrich  
Mickey & Terry, My Children’s Birthdays 
   By Betty Lacey  
My 90th Birthday 
   By Calvin C. Willis  
Duane Jr., Greg, Margaret Ellen Ross 
   By Duane & Janet Ross  
Daniel Jeremy Tauber, My Son 
   By Sharon Tauber James   
Dennis Wagner, Academy Classmate 
   By Al Wiggins   
Linda Elaine Watson; Ben & Amanda Gran Family; 
Mike & Tina Monroe 
   By Fay Bradley 
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Campus Happenings Rec Days 
  By Zak Adams, Vice Principal

Every year we build 2 days into our calendar that are dedicated to getting off  campus and having fun with our kids. Stu-
dents look forward to these “Rec days” starting when we come back from Christmas break. The day starts off  with an all 
school activity. This year we had a class vs class ultimate frisbee tournament with the 8th grade class taking home the win. 
Following the all-class activity, the boys and girls split up and go to different activities in Flagstaff. One group goes to the 
Aquaplex which has a rock wall, 2-court gym, running track, lap pool, lazy river, kids splash area, water slides and a jacuzzi. 
Another group goes bowling and then to Jay Lively Activity Center for Ice Skating. In addition, a selection of  about a dozen 
students and staff  wake up at 5 am to get on the road to Sunrise Ski Resort for a day of  skiing and snowboarding. The 
whole day concludes with a pizza dinner, which is a true treat for our students. As you can imagine, it isn’t difficult to get the 
kids to sleep when we return to campus. 

These trips, while being lots of  fun for all participants, serve another purpose. They help our students understand that hav-
ing an active and healthy life can be both fun and enjoyable. It is also a prime opportunity for the students to interact with 
faculty outside of  an academic setting. At Holbrook Indian School we try to expose our students to a variety of  activities 
that exercise both their mind and body. Our goal is to foster a holistic understanding of  student’s capabilities. To challenge 
them mentally, as well as physically. Rec Days serve our students by giving them something exciting to look forward too. 
These days also allow students the opportunity to clear their heads and get active. 

2nd grader Daniel and 1st grader Katelynn enjoying the pool at the Aquaplex.
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Our Special Needs  Needed       Raised              Balance 
Staff housing rehab   $100,000                               $14,042                  $85,958 
12 Passenger Van                                           $30,000                                $20,210.13                      $9,789.87 
Worthy Student $250,000   $125,849.50              $124,150.50 
Chinle One Car Garage                                $8,000                                   $2,610                             $5,390

Operating Expenses per week                $20,000 
In the event a special need becomes fully funded, your gift will be used to fund the next most urgent need. Thank you for considering our 
special needs.

Our Special Needs HIS News

Special Needs Spotlight: Agriculture Program 

Holbrook Indian School’s NEW You Health Initiative seeks to improve students nutrition, exercise, and 
overall wellness. One of  the most tangible ways we nourish students is with the Garden-to-Plate program. 
The agricultural learning and development program allows students to learn how to grow, harvest and pre-
pare sustainably sourced produce for meals served in the cafeteria on campus. 

The Agriculture program not only serves to educate students on how important sustainable farming is, but 
it allows them to see, from beginning to end, where healthy foods come from. This hands-on program is an 
excellent outlet for students who may not thrive in a traditional classroom setting. They utilize mathematics 
and science without even knowing it. Working the earth, and reaping the fruits of  that hard work. 

This program is central to HIS curriculum, not only for the sustainable ways we produce food for the 
campus but also to encourage students and reveal to them that there are many skill sets that compose a 
well-rounded individual. It cost an average of  $9,000/mo to properly operate the agriculture program. Your 
support, in any amount, would ensure the prosperity of  this learning experience and the positive growth and 
development of  HIS student.

Holbrook Indian School 
is a 12-grade Seventh-day 
Adventist mission boarding 
school in Holbrook, Arizona 
and an 8-grade day school 
on the Chinle reservation.  

 Dr. Berit von Pohle 
 HIS Board Chairman 
 Director of Education, 
 Pacific Union Conference 
 Seventh-day Adventist   

 Pedro L. Ojeda, M.Ed. 
 HIS Principal

 Diana Fish 
 Director of Development 
 HIS News Co-Editor 

 Alexandra Ortiz
  Associate Development 
   Officer
 HIS News Co-Editor

Holbrook Seventh-day  
Adventist Indian School 
P.O. Box 910 
2001 McLaws Rd.   
Holbrook AZ, 86025-0910 
Tel: (928) 524-6845 Ex: 109 
www.holbrookindianschool.
org

Thank you 
Ben Franklin Press

and
One Stop Mail

 for making HIS NEWS
 one of your partnership projects.


