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Gloria Winder Halbritter-Williams was born Christmas morning on the Onondaga Res-
ervation December 25th, 1925. She was a private duty nurse in the Washington D.C. area 
and a proud member of the Onondaga Nation Wolf Clan. She was a member and treasurer 

of the Onondaga Nation Seventh Day 
Adventist Church and was actively in-
volved in her community. Additionally, 
she served the Oneida Indian Nation as 
the clerk for 50 years. Gloria was also 
a crafter and one of oldest members of 
the Six Nations Agricultural Society of 
the Indian Village at the NYS Fair.

She was the inspiration for establishing 
a permanent site for a Native Ameri-
can camp meeting in Cleveland, NY, 
inviting her fellow native brothers and 
sisters, to meet and know Jesus. She 
was generous, compassionate, and 
devoted to her Lord and Savior. She 
selflessly supported organizations that 
were known to uphold the word of God 
and the principles of the Christians 
faith. Since 1991, Gloria has showered 
Holbrook Indian School with support 
and love. 

Her efforts to build a legacy for Native American youth lives on in a gift of $25,000 left 
to Holbrook Indian School from her estate. It is the wish of her son, Ray Halbritter, that 
these funds be used as a matching gift challenge to encourage new gifts between $5,000 
and $20,000. If you’d like to meet Mr. Halbritter’s challenge, simply mark your giving card 
‘Halbritter Challenge’. The funds will be used to make much needed 
repairs to our existing gym.

Gloria Halbritter-Williams was a woman of vision and encouraged others to give where 
they could. Her legacy lives on, and we praise God for her faithfulness, generosity, and 
commitment to Holbrook Indian School. 

Halbritter Matching Gift Challenge  
In Memory of Gloria Halbritter-Williams

By Alexandra Ortiz, Associate Development Direcor 

 “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so wor-
ship God acceptably with reverence and awe,”
                                                                                                   Hebrews 8:28 NIV 
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Dear Friends,

The time has come for us to congratulate Ian, Quintin, 
Terrell, Troy, and Sheldon on achievements that I hope will 
lead to their success and happiness.  My biggest hope is that 
they have seen Christ in the faculty and staff and will wish 
to partner with Him for the rest of their lives.

Troy, Terrell, Quintin, and Sheldon are all four-year seniors 
and they have been at Holbrook Indian School (HIS) as 
long as I have, some even longer.  It has been my pleasure 
to serve them and I will miss their presence on this campus.  
Troy has formed a tight relationship with us, especially Pam 
and Fred Bruce.  He has made the biggest leap, academi-
cally and socially, of all the seniors.  

Quintin has made the most progress physically and emo-
tionally.  Pictures of my first year at HIS show a Quintin 
that was not nearly as fit as the one marching down the isle 
on May 25.  It was my pleasure to see him guide his basket-
ball team to several wins this season.  What makes me the 
happiest is the transformation I have seen in his character.  

I remember the day Sheldon and his brother Skyler came to 
school to apply.  It was during the summer of 2013.  Jovan-
nah Poor Bear-Adams, who was our vice-principal at the 
time, came to my office to let me know of these two young 
men that had just arrived on campus.  She was concerned 
that we would not be able to meet their needs, especially 
Sheldon’s.  I remember asking Sheldon to do a task for me 
just to see what we were dealing with.  He performed it to 
our satisfaction, and after interviewing both boys and their 
mother we decided to accept them, with a bit of trepida-
tion.  Four years later, I am 
happy to tell you that our 
school would not be the same 
without these two boys.  Sky-
ler, who will be a senior next 
year, is our current Student 
Association president and 
thriving in the position.

Terrell has been a steady force 
for good his entire time here.  
He has found a way to sur-
pass the evils of negative peer 
pressure and come out on 
top, even though he has faced 
much emotional distress at 
times.  Many of his immediate 
and extended family members 
have attended HIS during his 

time here and he has outlasted them all.  I hope that his 
perseverance continues to serve him well as he begins this 
next chapter of his life.

Some of you know who Kobe is, especially if you have 
visited our web page, purchased a photo book or seen the 
latest promotional video produced by Terry Benedict and 
the Shae Foundation.  Ian is one of Kobe’s first cousins and 
attended HIS because of Kobe.  His transformation can be 
seen in how he views his surroundings.  So much improve-
ment!  I pray that he continues to grow in a positive direc-
tion, not allowing negativity to conquer his spirit.

I feel truly blessed to have been able to spend time with 
these five students.  Please join me in a special prayer of 
consecration for each one.  The forces of evil are all too 
present and we need to pray without ceasing.  Much appre-
ciation goes out to all of you that supported these students 
through your generous donations of funds and/or time.  
Know that you have made a difference.

I look forward to our next group of seniors.

In His Service,

Pedro L. Ojeda



Department Update

HIS News Department Update Page 3

Be Strong and Prosper 
By Arbee Tabo, Director of Physical Education 

Here at Holbrook Indian School, we believe that it is our duty to help students become whole; spiritually, mentally, physi-
cally, and socially. Our NEW You Initiative is the catalyst to accomplish this goal.  NEW stands for Nutrition, Exercise, 
and Wellness. The Athletic and Physical Education Department is a part of the NEW You Initiative and focuses on the 
physical growth and development of our students.

Physical fitness encourages good health and a preventive measure against disease. According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 16.2% of Native Americans are in fair or poor health. With the leading causes of death being 
heart disease and cancer. Furthermore, according to “The State of Obesity 2015,” by the Trust for America’s Health, 81 
percent of Native Americans in Arizona were obese or overweight in 2013. With these statistics, we have a duty to teach 
our students the value of regular exercise and diet.
 
Not only does physical fitness improve one’s heath it also builds self-esteem and develops cooperation, teamwork, and 
sportsmanship skills. To achieve this, we started a sports program, where our school participates with other schools in 
organized sports. This year was our first year to be part of the Desert Pines Sports League; designed for grades 5-8. They 
participated in Cross-Country, Volleyball, Basketball, and Soccer. Unfortunately, our high school students were unable 
to join a league this year. They did, however, have the opportunity to play Volleyball, Basketball, and Softball with a few 
other schools. Currently, we are in the process of becoming part of the Arizona Interscholastic Association as well as the 
Interscholastic Arizona Cycling League.  

To further our campus’ physical fitness we have intramural sports. Recreational activates that all staff and students are 
welcome to join. Some of the activities the staff and students have participated in are Dodge Ball, Volleyball, Indoor 
Hockey, and Ultimate Frisbee. 

Here at Holbrook Indian School, we believe that God is coming soon. It is our duty to prepare ourselves spiritually, 
mentally, physically, and emotionally for Him. It is our hope that through the Athletic and Physical Education Depart-
ment that we can help our students and campus become whole. Thank you for supporting our campus and the health and 
well-being of our students.
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Senior Class Trip: San Diego 

The Seniors at Holbrook Indian School get a special trip to celebrate their hard work and seniority on campus. This year, 
class sponsors Mr. Adams, Mrs. Poor-Bear Adams, and Ms. Gorman took the Senior class to San Diego to have fun in the 
sun and experience the beach, which for many of the students, was their first time seeing the ocean. 

The students had the opportunity to tour La Sierra University and a naval base. They enjoyed paddle boarding and kayak-
ing on the Pacific. Several days were dedicated to local attractions like Knott’s Berry Farm, Lego Land, and Sea World. The 
Seniors returned to campus exhilarated and ready to finish the school year strong.
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Special Feature HIS Juniors and Seniors visit Union College  

Every school year, the Junior and Senior classes at Holbrook Indian School visits an Adventist college. It is a prime 
opportunity for students, not only to experience college life, but also explore the many areas of study available through 
our Adventist colleges and universities. During their visit to Union College in Lincoln, NE students had the opportu-
nity to sit in on a college class, speak with department heads, and explore the campus. Below are highlights and reflec-
tions from a few of our students: 

Brandon, 11th grade:
 “It was cool playing bas-
ketball with the students at 
Union College. They have 
a nice gym. The physical 
education class was cool 
too. They talked about 
stuff I kinda already knew, 
but they also talked a lot 
about how the human body 
works when it’s playing 
sports. That was interesting 
to me.”

Terrell, 12th grade: 
“In college, it seems like 
you get to do a lot more 
than just sit in class and 
study. I like that the classes 
we visited had activities 
that got us involved in a 
real way. The International 
Relief and Rescue program 
let us do hands-on train-
ing like we were going to 
rescue someone from a 
flood or something. It was 
cool. I would want to do 
that when I am done with 
school.”

Molika, 11th grade: 
“ The art studios at the 
college were nice. I like 
that they offered so many 
classes. Painting, graphic 
design, art history…. I like 
the arts and that there are 
so many subjects to choose 
from. I would like to study 
art in college. There is a lot 
of freedom that comes with 
being an artist. I was happy 
to find out that Adven-
tist colleges offer art as a 
degree.” 

LaFawna, 11th grade: 
“We went to visit the busi-
ness department. I thought 
business was boring until 
we spoke with one of the 
department people at the 
college. He told us about 
how to start our own busi-
ness and how you can start 
a business about anything 
we are passionate about. 
Entrepreneurship was 
where I found the most 
interest. I like the idea of 
being my own boss.”
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In Memory Of:  

Memory & Honor HIS News

In Honor Of:

Hannah C. Baierle 
   By Walter L. Thomas 
Lillian Baugher 
   By Jerry G. Baugher 
Dee Morris and Bobbi 
Brizdine 
   By Odie & Carolyn Weir 
Leona & Wallace Brooks 
   By Chuck & Linda Bennett 
Albert B. Butler III 
   By LeRoy & Carol Peterson 
Roland Cole 
   By Don Antisdel 
Frances Dixon, My Wife of 55 
Years 
   By James K. Dixon 
Dr. & Mrs. Chas L.  von Pohle, 
Father & Mother; Nancy & 
Jean von Pohle, Former 
Wives 
   By Carlos R. Von Pohle
Carol Dunn 
   By Louesa Peters
Alice Fahrbach 
   By Donald C. Fahrbach 
Louis Gordon, My Hus-
band 
   By Shirley Gordon 
My Husband, Clarence
Griffin	
   By Jeanine J. Griffin 
Anne Gutman, My Wife 
   By Morris Gutman 
Nan Harris 
   By Thora F. Soloniuk 
Nelson Harris 
   By Sophie P. Harris  
Victor Johnson, My Hus-
band 
   By Eva S. Johnson 
Robert L. Keister, My 
Husband 
   By Marilyn L. Keister 
Mary Lou Krause 
   By Otis Krause 
Jennie Lefferts, My Mother 
   By Carol D Riotto 

N. Russell Lemmon, DDS 
   By Sherri Hopkins 
Mabrey, My Indian
 Grandmother 
   By La Vonne & Glen Bauer 
Carlton J. Martin 
    By Carlton B. Martin 
Larry McCoy 
   By Nancy E. McCoy 
Robert E. Northrop, My 
daddy 
   By Judy M. Northrop
Lloyce & Wilbur Olson 
   By Irene Moon
Lewis Overbaugh, My Beloved 
Husband 
    By Marilyn G. Overbaugh
Billie Jo Polk 
   By Robert W. Polk 
Wanda A. Price 
   By Thaine B. Price M.D.
Dolores P. Schilling, Wife 
   By Jerald Schilling 
Gerild A. Smith 
   By Olline Smith 
My mother, brother, son and 
grandson 
   By Wanda Florea 
Ethel Tousey 
   By Melodie & Duane Wardecke
Norma Wargo, My mother 
   By Jerreen L. Shellner 
Del Wiggins, My Brother 
   By Al Wiggins 
Eugene Wilson, DDS 
   By Duff & Joyce Stoltz 

 
All Students, be faithful, I want 
to meet you in heaven 
   By Lula M. Eugene 
My 86th Birthday 
   By Betty Lacey 
Christ, our Savior 
   By Sam & Zally Schulstad 
Rachel Contreras, my sister 
   By Esther Rivera 

Suzanne Cummings, My Wife’s 
Birthday 
   By Mayo & Suzanne 
Cummings 
God’s Children 
   By Rosalie Frederick 
Rose & Emillio Gomez 
   By Sheldon & Joy Seltzer 
Waldine Hancock 
   By Sunnydale SDA Church 
Kehau Hewlett 
   By Claudia Mountain 
Holbrook Staff 
   By Margaret Stephens 
Charles Edward James, My 
husband 
   By Sharon Tauber James 
Jesus 
   By James S. & Lucille Stani-
slawski 
Rubin Hollis Killen, 
my Husband 
   By Pat Killen 
Grandma Louise- Birthday 
   By Louise Ignacia Esquer 
Sarah McAffee 
   By Donna Vails 
Joe Milholm, My student 
always 
   By Al Wiggins 
William Dean Ross, Our Son
   By Duane & Janet Ross 
Thyra Thompson-Baker 
   By Dennis & Rosemary 
Baker 
Alice Williams 
   By Barbara Willis  

Tribute gifts listed were given from March 1 - March 31, 2017
Tribute gifts made in April will be recognized in next month’s newsletter.
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Campus Happenings God Alway Provides for Our Needs

I Am Happy to Be Here
By Kelly Williams 

Farewell 
By Kate Buell 

Do you believe God has plans for each one of us? I do! I love to stand back to watch God orchestrate things. He of-
ten surprises me with something better than I could have planned myself. That’s how I came to be at Holbrook Indian 
School. I can’t say I would have actively chosen to live in the desert, but like Elijah and Moses, I believe God puts us right 
where He can use us as He sees fit.  And I think God uses these opportunities to teach us things we still need to learn if 
we only allow ourselves to be open to His leading.  

I found out about Hol-
brook when my daughter, 
Alyssa, came to work here 
as a dean. My son, Nolan 
and his family, soon fol-
lowed and is also serving 
as a dean. I initially was 
coming to work as a vol-
unteer but learned of Kate’s 
position opening up. I am 
now happy to serve as the 
new school’s accountant. 
What a blessing it is to be 
a part of the incredible 
mission here at Holbrook 
Indian School.

Almost 5 years ago God called me away from my beloved forests and lakes of Michigan to be the accountant at Hol-
brook Indian School. I could clearly see that God was leading me and I did not doubt this is where I was supposed to be. 
I also knew that in His time, He would call me out from here. That time has come. I have again seen God’s leading in my 
life and again I am choosing to follow where He leads.

I have had many opportunities while living and working here. This is the place where I was able to have a dog for the 
first time in my life. I prayed for this dog months before I found him in the shelter. I prayed for a dog that would minis-
ter to the students and God gave me a dog with a heart of gold. He is about the same size as our littlest students and he 
has the ability to know when they are frightened, lonely or homesick and knows what to do to make them happy. I have 
seen little girls go from withdrawn and teary eyed to smiles and giggles within minutes of interacting with him. One of 
the most common questions students are asking me about my leaving is if I can leave my dog here with them. God has 
truly used this dog with the students and I am so grateful.

It is difficult to leave this school and the ministry it is doing for God’s children. As I am telling the students, this is not 
good-bye. God has called me to Phoenix and I have given everyone here an open invitation to stop by and visit both me 
and my dog. It is challenging to leave my home of the last 5 years but I look forward to seeing what God has in store for 
Holbrook Indian School and for me as I begin this new chapter of my life. 
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Our Special Needs  Needed       Raised              Balance 
Staff housing rehab   $100,000                               $18,206                     $81,794 
12 Passenger Van                                           $30,000                                $20,810.13                    $ 9,189.87 
Worthy Student $250,000                               $162,456.50    $ 87,543.50 
Chinle One Car Garage                                $8,000                                   $ 2,914                        $ 5,086

Operating Expenses per week                $20,000 
In the event a special need becomes fully funded, your gift will be used to fund the next most urgent need. Thank you for considering our 
special needs.

Building our Future — Growing our Endowment 

Including a gift as part of your estate plan can be a meaningful way to ensure that Holbrook Indian 
School is here to continue this important work for future generations. 

We are deeply grateful for the gifts you have already given in support of our work. If you feel you might 
be interested in exploring ways to leave a lasting legacy via your will, living trust, annuity, or retirement 
plan, talk with your financial advisor about your options. 

If you would like more information about how you can support the mission of Holbrook Indian School 
please call the Director of Development, Diana Fish at 928-524-6845.

Our Special Needs HIS News

Holbrook Indian School is a 
12-grade Seventh-day Adven-
tist mission boarding school 
in Holbrook, Arizona and 
an 8-grade day school on the 
Chinle reservation.  

 Dr. Berit von Pohle 
 HIS Board Chairman 
 Director of Education, 
 Pacific Union Conference 
 Seventh-day Adventist   

 Pedro L. Ojeda, M.Ed. 
 HIS Principal

 Diana Fish 
 Director of Development 
 HIS News Co-Editor 

 Alexandra Ortiz
  Associate Development 
   Officer
 HIS News Co-Editor

Holbrook Seventh-day  
Adventist Indian School 
P.O. Box 910 
2001 McLaws Rd.   
Holbrook AZ, 86025-0910 
Tel: (928) 524-6845 Ex: 109 
www.holbrookindianschool.org

Thank you 
Ben Franklin Press

and
One Stop Mail

 for making HIS NEWS
 one of your partnership projects.


