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Do They See the Difference Jesus Makes?
By Diana Fish, Director of Development

All throughout the world young people are making the first true right of passage into 
adulthood. They are graduating from High School. They are beginning to experience free-
dom for the first time. Freedom to make decisions for themselves. In the case of students 
at Holbrook SDA Indian School they are deciding when to get up, when to go to bed, 
when and what to eat, whether or not to use drugs and alcohol, where to go to college, 
whether or not to continue to be a Christian and a whole myriad of other decisions that 
will shape and form their lives and characters for better or worse. 

HIS students have had the opportunity to build there lives on a more solid foundation 
than if they had not come to Holbrook. They have been loved on, preached to, mentored, 
held accountable, taught to make good choices, introduced to Christ, provided a Christian 
education, encouraged and prayed for. 

In the midst of the day to day challenges during the school year we sometimes wonder are 
they getting it? Do they see the difference Jesus makes in our lives? Do they really believe 
or are they just playing the part because it is convenient, or expected? Will they hold to 
their convictions when surrounded by family and friends who don’t believe and perhaps 
who may even discourage them from believing and trusting in God? Then as we listened 
to   (cont’d on page 5)

“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it.”                     Isaiah 55:11 KJV

From left to right: Preston Norman, Tywauna Draper, Tosh Datsi, Trevor Bahe, Alex Dennison, 
Sheridan Joseph listen as Mr. Bruce addresses HIS Class of 2016.Cover.......................................................1
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Principal’s Message
“So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that 
which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”           
                    Isaiah 55:11 (NRSV)

Dear Friends,

As you read this letter, I hope your summer is going well.  
I would like to begin this message by expressing my deep-
est gratitude for your support. Almost four fifths of our total 
budget comes from donors like you. I appreciate the Pacific 
Union Conference as well, with their substantial one fifth ap-
propriation.  We are truly blessed by your generosity. Thank 
you!
 
During the summer, my voice goes on vacation along with 
the rest of my body. I just don’t use it as much as I do during 
the school year, talking to the students and staff members.  
At the beginning of each year, my vocal cords have to get 
used to all the talking I do. The staff members and I talk a lot 
with our students in an effort to impart the knowledge that 
we have gained through life experiences.  

Our goal is to teach our students how to handle the difficul-
ties in life. We all face them and we are honest about our 
struggles.  This next year we will start a small interscholastic 
sports program for our students. We will have many oppor-
tunities to talk as we get the program launched.
 
Many of you know that sports programs can be quite contro-
versial. There is the matter of competition, parent rage, and 
the program taking over the school financially, time wise and 
academically. I am aware of those issues and would like your 
prayerful support as we strive to keep our program manage-
able and centered on Jesus.  

We lose students each year and never receive applications 
from some because we do not have a sports program. This is 
an effort to enhance our holistic NEW You Health Initiative 
so that we can serve more students. I hope they benefit from 
learning more about teamwork, achieve maturity through 
failure, success and challenges, and improve academically 
through increased exercise and learning a strong work ethic.
 

The words we speak to our students should not come back 
empty-handed. For that we need continual prayer, for the 
plans of men will surely fail without God’s blessing. The 
sports program will be small because we are a small school 
and have a great opportunity to join other small schools in 
the area. The interaction with students from other schools, 
some Native like ours and some not, will give our students 
the opportunity to branch out and learn more about social 
interactions. This is something they desperately need since 
they are largely isolated here. Also, our gym is in desperate 
need of repair and replacement, so even if we wanted to, we 
could not host teams from higher-level sports leagues.
 
In closing, I hope you enjoy the rest of your summer. I can 
already hear our campus become noisy again with the many 
voices of children exploring and playing. Please keep us in 
your prayers as we strive to do God’s will. We seek to im-
prove each year, but we cannot do that without your support 
and God’s blessing.

In His Service,

Eighth grader, Wilny Paul, with Principal Ojeda.

Pedro L. Ojeda
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Department Update Learning to Ride
By Fred Bruce Horsemanship, Welding, Machanics, Carpentry

On a recent Saturday afternoon I took six students on a three hour horse ride. We have permission to ride on the neigh-
boring ranch, so we can just ride off campus and go for a nice ride.  Two of the students were in elementary school. The 
following Monday, Danny, one of the elementary students, told Mrs. Webster, his teacher, “You know, when I am riding the 
horses, all of my troubles go away and I am just free.”

He loves to ride every time he gets a chance. Last week when the elementary grades got to go to the barn for the ride, Danny 
said that he needed to miss his ride so he could have that time to finish his project for the Academic Fair. I was proud of him 
for being responsible as much as he loves to ride. But he was sure quick to let me know, the first of the following week, that 
he still has a horse ride coming.

On the last Super Sunday of the school year the elementary students had a two hour horsemanship class. They seemed to 
really enjoy it. The high school students had a two hour ride on the neighbor’s ranch, all had an enjoyable time. Recently 
when the elementary students earned their weekly horse ride, one of the students that usually rides Skipper decided to ride a 
different horse so he went over to Skipper’s stall and told him, “I hope you don’t feel bad that I am riding a different horse, 
I still love you, I just want to try a different horse.” 

Some of the first, second and third graders ride while being lead, every once-in-awhile they want to trot. It is cute hearing 
all of the giggling that is going on while trotting. Somehow I think the horses even enjoy it. I really appreciate our faithful 
donors that contribute to the horse program to help us keep the program going so these students have the opportunity to 
enjoy the horses and learn about them. ■

Mr. Bruce looking on as Shayla and Shaya 
work together to saddle a horse. Horseman-
ship class teaches the students responsibility 
and trust. It helps build confidence, is good 
excersize and helps the students relax and 
find the beauty in life.
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Special Feature HIS 8th Grade Grads

HIS 2016 Eighth-grade graduates Angel Uqualla, Josh Brown, Wilny Paul, Lily Logan, Casey Billy, Lerrick Multine.

 Honors student, Lily Logan. Mr. Ojeda with Lerrick Multine.

Angel Uqualla presents flowers to her mother. Josh Brown with his auntie

Josh Brown shares his appreciation of 
those who’ve supported him. Arbee 
Tabo and Principal Ojeda in back-
ground.
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Special Feature
(Cont’d from front cover) their speeches at graduation and heard them uncoerced praise and thank God in front of their peers, 
family and friends for what He has done in their lives. It hit us. They get it! We’ve, with God’s grace, accomplished our 
mission with these students. But again we wonder will it last? Will they forget what they’ve learned once they leave here?

We’ve recently added a transition program allowing graduating seniors who want to pursue a college education or attend 
a trade school to stay on at Holbrook for their first year. This comes with strings. They have to give up some of the new-
ly found freedoms. At the same time they gain the support 
they need to be successful and to continue their journey with 
Christ. We have two students from past years who are cur-
rently participating in the transition program. We hope that 
the seniors from 2016 will take advantage of this opportunity. 

Now more than ever they need our collective prayers. We’ve 
only planted the seeds. The Holy Spirit will continue His 
work in them. We may never see the harvest. At least not 
in this world. We have to trust God to continue the work He 
has begun in them, trust that His word will not return to Him 
void. Please continue to join us in praying for our students 
and if God lays it upon your heart support the mission of Hol-
brook SDA Indian School. Together we can take the Gospel 
to our Nations first children one student at a time. ■ Trevor Bahe presents gifts from the Class of 2016 to Principal Ojeda. 

Class of 2016

Top left: Alex Dennison 
Top middle: Preston Norman
Top right: Tywauna Draper
Bottom: View of friends and family.
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In Memory of:

In Honor of:

Tribute gifts listed were given from May 1-May 31, 2016
Tribute gifts made in June will be recognized in next month’s newsletter.

Pastor Orlando C. Aquirre, Sr.
   By Consolacion Daproza
Arthur & Elsie Bennett
   By Chuck & Linda Bennett
Jean Biadasz
   By Nelda Rouleau Womack
Bruce D. Biggs
   By Betty A. Biggs
Bill & Bernice Raley, my parents
   By W. R. Raley
Roy & Dena Bowes
   By Larry & Debby Bowes
Peggy Chavez, my wife
   By Charles E. Chavez
Louise Chilson
   By Anne M. Weber
Ruth Clonch
   By Mark E. Clonch
Alice Fahrbach
   By Donald C. Fahrbach
Curtis Green, my husband
   By Darleen Green
Ione Hamstra
   By Jean Hildebrand
Nelson Harris
   By Sophie P. Harris
William Hulsey
   By Norma Jean Dean
Jack Husted, Larry’s father
   By Larry L. & Bette Husted
Loleta Husted, my mother
   By Larry L. & Bette Husted
Victor Johnson, my husband
   By Eva S. Johnson
Robert L. Keister, my husband
   By Marilyn L. Keister
Dr. Jim Kempster, Music Professor
   By Ralph M. Sherman
Walter Kopitzke
   By Dean B. Olson
Marvin Kuhl
   By Meredith A. Burrington
Carolyn Lodge
   By Lenora E. Nelson
Luis R. Lopez, my husband
   By Carmen Lopez
Alva Lee MacLafferty
   By Robert L. MacLafferty

Gene Marsh
   By Mickey F. Campbell
Larry McCoy
   By Nancy E. McCoy
Ruth Jones Middendorp
   By Don & Martha Rebman
Ed & Lora Miller
   By Deborah E. Scott
Lewis Overbaug, my husband
   By Marilyn G. Overbaugh
John Phillips
   By Betsy C. Phillips
Wanda A. Price
   By Thaine B. Price M.D.
Herb W. Pritchard, my husband
   By Judy G. Pritchard
Betty Rehngren
   By Ralph M. Sherman
My Husband Robert
   By Marilyn L. Keister
Albert Schimke, my dad
   By Dallas A. Schimke
Art & Mary Schumacher, my 
parents
   By Arthur L. & Nancylee       
   Schumacher
Gerild A. Smith “Smitty” my 
husband
   By Olline Smith
Aley Somlai
   By Susan & Jose Sanchez
Virginia & Scot Spradley
   By William L. Krell
John V. Stevens, SR & Wyn McKee 
Stevens
   By John V. Stevens Jr. & Linda    
   Spady
Thomas J. Harnett, my dad
   By Colleen J. Isbell
George Trombley
   By Sheldon & Joy Seltzer
Parents - Kit & Will Walker
   By Ken & Betty Lacey
Marvin & Gwen Walter, my parents
   By Forest Walter
Delmer Lee Wiggins, my youngest 
brother and Douglas Dean Wiggins, 
my youngest son
   By Al Wiggins

Annie Kelso Williams, my great 
grandmother
   By Sharon Tauber James

All Students, be faithful, I want to 
meet you in heaven
   By Lula M. Eugene
Christian Teachers
   By Odie & Carolyn Weir
Barbara Correia
   By Dr. E. Bill & Christy Waring
Linda Sue - my love
   By Lloyd P. & Linda Fox
God’s children
   By Rosalie Frederick
God’s Faithfulness to all
   By Naomi & Jesse Corros
Ben and Amanda Gran, 10th 
Anniversary
   By Fay Bradley
All HIS Students
   By Duane & Janet Ross
Holbrook’s educational/
administrative staff
   By Bela B. & Millie Toth
Jesus
   By James S. & Lucille Stanislawski
Joan, Blair & Lynn, my children
   By Jean S. Murphy
Ebony Leito, our granddaughter 
Who Graduated on May 21, 2016 
from Greater Miami Adventist 
Academy. Praise the Lord
   By Ludmila & Israel Leito
Derek Logan, future missionary 
pilot and his mother formerly 
employeed at HIS
   By Al Wiggins
Mayo & Suzanne’s 13th wedding 
anniversary
   By Mayo & Suzanne Cummings
Our ancestor Americans
   By Joyce D. Cmelko
HIS teaching staff & volunteers
   By Margaret Stephens
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The end of the school year is hard. The absence of the stu-
dents is felt immediately. It is so quiet when they are gone 
and although we look forward to a break from the over 
stimulation that comes from the energy produced on campus 
from the day to day activities of our students, it is a difficult 
adjustment. 

It is also a time when people who’ve been an integral part of 
HIS campus life transition. With much regret we say good-
bye to a few of our friends: Charles Cole, food services di-
rector and his wife, Carmen; Andrew Boaz, maintenance di-

rector and his wife, Mellisa, assistant girls dean; Brant Reed, 
physical education instructor; and Heidi Grecian, head dean 
of girls. 

Each has served God and HIS students with their whole heart 
throughout their many years at Hobrook Indian School. Each 
has made a significant impact on HIS students that only they 
could make, and each will be deeply missed by their friends, 
colleagues and students at Holbrook Indian School. 

Our prayers are with them as they follow where-ever God is 
leading them. ■

Campus Happenings Saying Goodbye

Saying Hello

Honor/Campus Happenings 

Arbee and LeAnne Tabo welcomed their second son, 
Koen Othniel Tabo, on April 6, 2016. Big brother Kai’ryn 
is looking forward to his little brother getting big enough to 
play with him. Arbee will begin teaching physical education 
during the 2016/17 school year. ■
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Charles and Carmen Cole.



  

Our Special Needs                             Needed         Raised             Balance 
Staff  housing rehab                                     $100,000        $0                   $100,000 
Education Center Furnishings                     $100,000         $16,766           $83,234 
12 Passenger Van                                         $30,000           $15,000            $15,000 
Technology upgrades and iPads                   $70,000           $63,071            $6,929 
Chinle One Car Garage                                $8,000           $0                     $8,000 
Operating Expenses per week                $50,000   
In the event a special need becomes fully funded, your gift will be used to fund the next 
most urgent need. Thank you for considering our special needs.

Thank you 
Ben Franklin Press

and
One Stop Mail

 for making HIS NEWS
 one of  your partnership projects.

We invite you to support our mission to 
our Nation’s first children today!

 Online: www.holbrookindianschool.org
 Call: 928-524-6845 
 Email: development@hissda.org
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Legacy Giving
Including a gift as part of your estate plan can be a meaningful way to ensure that Holbrook Indian 
School is here to continue this important ministry for future generations. 

We are deeply grateful for the gifts you have already given in support of our work. If you feel you 
might be interested in exploring ways to leave a lasting legacy via your will, living trust, annuity, or 
retirement plan, talk with your financial advisor about your options. 

If you would like more information about how you can support the mission of Holbrook Indian School 
please call our director of development, Diana Fish at 928-524-6845.

Wigwam Motel on famous Route 66 in Holbrook, Arizona.                  (Dave Sherwin)

The cost to run HIS mission 
doesn’t slow down in the sum-
mer. This is the time of year 
when we depend even more on 
the generosity of our friends to 
do much needed maintanance 
and repairs on staff housing and 
campus buildings. Thank you 
for your generous support!

Holbrook Indian School 
News is published 12 times 
a year to inform friends, do-
nors, volunteers, and school 
staff  about events, needs, and 
future plans.  
Holbrook Indian School is  
the only 12-grade Seventh-
day Adventist mission 
boarding school for Native 
American children in North 
America. 

 Dr. Berit von Pohle 
 HIS Board Chairman 
 Director of  Education, 
	 Pacific	Union	Conference

 Pedro L. Ojeda, M..Ed. 
 HIS Principal 

 Diana Fish 
 Development Director 
 HIS News Editor
Holbrook Seventh-day 

Adventist Indian School  
2001 McLaws Rd.  
Holbrook AZ, 86025-0910 
Tel: (928) 524-6845  
www.holbrookindianschool.org


